
Kandiyohi County Historical Society 

Request for Proposal (RFP) 

 

The Kandiyohi County Historical Society is seeking the services of consultant to assist with an 

oral history project that focuses on interviewing current and former residents or business owners 

of downtown Willmar, MN.   

 

This project is funded in part through a Minnesota Historical and Cultural Grant, administered by 

the Minnesota Historical Society.  As such, the project must be carried out in accordance with 

the provisions outlined by the Minnesota Historical and Cultural Grants manual. 

 

Closing Date:   February 10, 2015 

 

Contact:   Jill Wohnoutka, Executive Director 

   Kandiyohi County Historical Society 

   610 NE Hwy 71 

   Willmar, MN  56201 

   320-235-1881 

   kandhist@msn.com 

 

Prospective consultants shall submit one electronic copy (sent via e-mail) of their proposal and 

fee schedule no later than 4:00pm on February 17, 2015 to kandhist@msn.com.  Clearly mark 

the proposal “Willmar Downtown Oral History Project”.  Incomplete submissions and 

submissions received after the closing date will not be accepted. 

 

About Kandiyohi County Historical Society 

 

The Kandiyohi County Historical Society (KCHS) was incorporated in 1940 under its current 

name, but had existed as the Old Settlers Association since 1897. KCHS was specifically 

incorporated to “discover, preserve and share the story of Kandiyohi County and its people.” 

KCHS consists of a museum gallery; the Sperry House, a turn-of-the-century restored Victorian 

home; District #18 country schoolhouse; an agriculture barn with farm equipment, tools and 

tractors; Great Northern Passenger Engine #2523; and the restored log cabin belonging to Guri 

Endreson, which is a site of the U.S.-Dakota Conflict of 1862. The archives and Lawson research 

library are the primary sources used by KCHS staff, volunteers and visitors to carry out its 

mission now and into the future. On average, the museum has 8,000 visitors annually. The 

museum is open to the public daily from 9-4 p.m. There is no admission charge for individuals or 

groups.  

 

The KCHS seeks a consultant to conduct seven oral histories of downtown Willmar residents and 

business owners.  Downtown Willmar is going through a cycle of revitalization and KCHS 

would like to document the present history.  In 2020, Willmar will celebrate their 

sesquicentennial and these histories will help document Willmar at 150 years.  Downtown 

Willmar is the center of this very important history.  The changes the downtown district has gone 

through have been many.  The downtown area began as a railroad hub for the Great Northern 

Railway and was a thriving business community.  Businesses have always had a presence and 
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continue to today.  For example, the Corneil-Elkjer Agency has been in downtown Willmar for 

over 70 years and Peterson Brother Funeral Home has been there for 125 years.  The 

demographic of the businesses has changed.  Willmar has had two large immigrant groups come 

in the last 40 years; the Latino and Somali.  These immigrant groups have set up businesses and 

reside in the downtown Willmar.  KCHS would like to capture this exciting revival of the 

downtown Willmar district.  

 

Scope of Service 

 

The Kandiyohi County Historical Society seeks a qualified consultant to: 

 Research and select interviewees in consultation with KCHS staff 

 Conduct seven oral histories 

 Transcribe seven oral histories 

 Edit the audio and visual materials 

 Produce a final edited product for use by the Kandiyohi County Historical Society  

 

The Kandiyohi County Historical Society will provide the equipment necessary for conducting 

the oral histories. 

 

Qualifications 

 

The consultant shall: 

 Possess the skills and knowledge necessary for conducting an oral history 

 Be knowledgeable of Willmar history 

 Experience with oral history interviewing preferred 

 Possess experience working with technical equipment involved with conducting an oral 

history 

 Consult with KCHS staff in all phases of project to ensure the final product meets 

organizational standards. 

 

Proposal Instructions 

 

Proposals should include a Statement of Solution; project understanding, approach and 

coordination methods; similar project experience; qualifications, fee schedule and a project 

timeline.  The propose project completion date is August 8, 2015.   

 

Selection Process 

 

After submission deadline, the Kandiyohi County Historical Society selection committee will 

review all proposals and decided on the successful candidate.  At its discretion, KCHS may elect 

to conduct interviews with prospective consultants.  The successful candidate will be contacted 

and an agreement finalized.   

 

 

 

 


